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History of an Asphyzxia from falling 
into a Privy, successfully treated. 
By Joun C. Howarnp, M.D. 


Sunpay, July 26th, 10, A.M.— 
Had an urgent call to see a child 
of one Mrs. O'Neal, a little girl, 
tivo years of age. She had fallen 
into a privy, and there remained, 
as the parents supposed, five mi- 
nutes, and had been out as long 
when I saw her. She had been 
cleansed, and was to all appear- 
ance dead. On close examination, 
however, a slight motion of the 
respiratory muscles was observed ; 
there was nothing like vital heat, 
but on the contrary a death-like 
coldness ; the whole body had a 
moribund look; the lips were livid, 
the eyes closed, the abdomen tu- 
mid,* and the extremities of a 
bluish cast,—all of which indicat- 
ed a stoppage of circulation. The 
very slight motion observed in the 
respiratory muscles, determined me 
to do all that I could for resuscita- 
tion, in which process I was as- 
sisted by Mr. Dwight, a medical 
student. 

Friction with strong Tincture of 


* The tumescence of the stomach and 
bowels arose, no doubt, from the presence 
of sulphuretied hydrogen, which, even 
when largely diluted with air, is cousi- 
dered by Orfila a very strong poison, ut- 
terly deleterious to animal jife. 
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Cantharides was resorted to, and 
used principally over the chest and 
abdomen ;—before the tincture, 
however, could be procured, fric- 
tion was applied with flannel wet 
with N. E. Rum, which is general- 
ly found at hand! These applica- 
tions, together with bottles of hot 
water to the extremities, seemed 
to excite the capillaries and induce 
evident signs of life,--evinced in 
the muscles of respiration, and by 
the occasional act of coughing. 

It was at first difficult to say on 
what the asphyxia depended,— 
whether it proceeded from the gas 
evolved in the vault, or from the 
feculent matter taken into the sto- 
mach. On learning from the fa- 
ther that the child, when he reach- 
ed her, was immersed to the depth 
of three feet, so that he had great 
difficulty ia finding and bringing her 
out, the case was regarded as ana- 
logous to one of drowning, and it 
seemed proper to bring about 
speedy vomiting, in order not only 
to evacuate the stomach, but to 
rouse the whole system to some 
vigorous action. An emetic of 
Sulph. Zinc and Ipecacuanha was 
accordingly prescribed. It soon 
operated ; the child was very much 
relieved; and, after vomiting free- 
ly, cried stoutly, and appeared en- 
tirely out of danger at 12, M. 
She was seen in the evening by Mr. 
Dwight, quite sprightly, up and 
running about. 

Boston, August, 1529. 
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II. 
INFLAMMATORY DYSPEPSIA. 


Practical Observations on the Na- 
ture and Treatment of this Dis- 
ease. 


In the Midland Reporter is a pa- 
per of much practical interest on this 
subject, by Dr. Malden, of Worces- 
ter, We cannot better communicate 

its contents to our readers, than by 
extracting from the London Medical 
Gazette the following abstract of it. 


THE symptoms of chronic inflam- 
mation of the mucous membranes 
of the stomach, are often confound- 
ed with those of simple digestion. 
These are acidity, flatulence, and 
uneasiness of the stomach after 
eating ; amounting, generally, to 
pain more or less acute and dan- 
gerous in its duration. In general 
it may be inferred, that the nearer 
the inflamed portion is to the car- 
dia, the sooner the pain is felt after 
eating. Often the appetite is good; 
frequently there is a longing for 
those articles which the patient 
knows, from experience, would 
cause him the most uneasiness. In 
some cases there is constant unea- 
siness of the stomach, and some- 
times there is tenderness of the 
epigastric region, upon pressure. 
If vomiting, preceded by uneasi- 
ness, or pain at the stomach, be of 
frequent occurrence, there is rea- 
son to suspect the commencement 
of serious mischief in that viscus. 
Wasting, if it be steady, however 
slow, is a very serious symptom. 
The author has repeatedly ob- 
served, that the suspension of sym- 
pathetic headachs has been follow- 
ed by organic disease of the sto- 
mach. Sometimes the atrophy is 
fatal before the organic lesion is of 
_ great extent. Often ulceration 
perforates the stomach,—occasion- 
ally the changes which take place 


have the character of carcinoma. 
The morbid sensibility of the sto- 
mach, in these cases, is greatly 
augmented when the diseased struc- 
ture ulcerates ; and there is then 
an aggravation of the constitutiona 
symptoms. 
An accidental error in diet may 
produce a state of the mucous 
membrane which will either as- 
sume the character of acute gastri- 
tis, or go on more slowly. —A young 
lady, in good health, ate some 
threshed wheat. She felt consi- 
derable uneasiness at her stomach 
for several days afterwards ; her 
bowels were bound, and her appe- 
tite impaired. She took, by the 
advice of a medical friend, some 
strong opening medicine, which re- 
lieved her at the time. Six months 
from the time she ate the wheat, 
she very often vomited, generally 
within an hour after her meals: 
her appetite was good, but she was 
afraid to eat. She felt a dull pain 
in her stomach after meals, a little 
to the left of the linea alba. The 
tenderness on pressure at this part 
was very trifling ; but the cartilage 
of the rib immediately above it was 
very tender when pressed. The 
tongue was furred ia the middle 
with a tenacious white mucus; the 
edges were clean, pale and moist ; 
countenance pale and languid ; the 
pulse 80, small, but not hard ; 
bowels generally rather bound. 
She was directed to live exclusive- 
ly on milk, milk and water, and 
gruel ; to apply six or eight leech- 
es, every second or third day, to 
the epigastric region, and to take 
a dose of the following mixture 
early in the morning, occasionally ; 


R. Magnesiz Sulphatis 3vi. Mag- 
nesia Carbonatis Siss. Manne 
3ss. Aque Mentha viridis Oss. 
Dosis sit Cochlearia Magna iij. 
cum pari mensura aque fontane 
mista. 
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Upon this plan of treatment the 
symptoms soon disappeared, and 
the author regards the case as 
one of inflammation of a portion 
of the stomach. 

Another variety of dyspepsia is 
thus described Some i:divi- 
duals have repeated attacks of 
inflamed tonsils, pharynx, sneigh- 
derian membrane, or larynx, de- 
pendent on the coexistence of 
chronic inflammation of the mu- 
cous membrane ofthe stomach. 
In these persons, pain and uneasi- 
ness in the epigastrium, and an 
increase of habitual dyspepsia, 

recede the appearance of the 
catarrhal symptoms, and the lat- 
ter often occur independently of 
any exposure to cold. If, in the 
treatment of this kind of cases, 
the attention be directed chiefly 
to the removal of the epigastric 
pain and tenderness, and by judi- 
cious diet to obviate gastric irrita- 
tion, and the consequent dyspep- 
sia, the catarrhal symptoms speed- 
ily give way.” 

Dr. Malden has seen much 
mischief result from the injudi- 
cious use of mercury, which, 
with some patients, disagrees in 
any dose or form. The mildest 
preparation of mercury is the hy- 
drargyrus cum creta, and some- 
times we can, with propriety, 
only prescribe this. 

‘¢ From long observation, (says 
our author,) I am convinced that 
the union of ipecacuanha, or anti- 
monial powder, but in particular 
ipecacuanha, with blue pill, ena- 
bles us to produce more decided 
effect on the liver than we could 
by blue pill alone. The advan- 
tage of this is very great ; for the 
blue pill may be gradually reduc- 
ed, and at length entirely omitted 
in the preparation, and the healthy 
secretion will continue under the 


sole exhibition of ipecacuanha. 
There is not a fact in the prac- — 
tice of medicine, of the truth of 
which I am more satisfied than I 
am of this, and I have found a 
knowledge of it exceedingly use- 
ful.” 

Another medicine of which our 
author speaks highly, is the sub- 
borate of soda. He was first led 
to the trial of it by reasoning up- 
on the salutary effect it has on 
aphthous ulcerations of the mouth 
and fauces, when used as a gar- 
gle. Dr. M. gives from ten grains 
to half a drachm of borax, in so- 
lution, three or four times a day, 
and sometimes adds one or two 
drops of Jaudanum to each dose: 

The following remarks on the 
pulse deserve attention :—* The 
pulse, in this form of the disease, 
is not always hard, and often is not 
much accelerated, and yet the 
judicious treatment of the malady 
is strictly antiphlogistic ; the local 
morbid sensibility alone being suf- 
ficient to indicate the propriety of 
this practice, and the successful 
issue of the cases so treated con- 
firming its correctness. 

‘© Speaking from the results of 
my own experience, I should say 
that if the symptoms or the state 
above described, were attended 
by an uniformly hard and quick 
pulse, the commencement or pro- 
gress of serious organic change, 
or the spread of the inflammation 
to the serous membrane, ought to 
be apprehended as the conse- 
quence. 

‘¢ The pulse is always hard in 
cases of scirrhous pylorus ; to this 
I do not remember an exception, 
and in all cases where organic 
disease had involved the whole of 
the gastric tunics, the pulse has 
been hard. An uniformly hard 
pulse, particularly if attended by 
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wasting, is the worst symptom the 
dyspeptic can present to his phy- 
sician. Perhaps it may be ob- 
jected that I hove confounded ir- 
ritation of the mucous membrane 
of the stomach with inflammation 
of it, and that many of the symp- 
toms of the cases I have describ- 
ed, might exist without the actual 
presence of inflammation. To 
this I answer, that theoretically 
it is very difficult to define the 
exact point where irritation ends 
and inflammation begins ; that ir- 
ritation always produces an in- 
creased afflux of blood to the part 
irritated, which is certainly the 
first visible change in the inflam- 
matory process; and lastly, that 
practically the distinction is not 
of so much importance as many 
practitioners imagine, since the 
antiphlogistic treatment is — 
ed to both states.” 


Il. 
PULMONARY CONSUMPTION. 


The following remarks on Pulmo- 
nary Consumption, are from the pen 
of Mr. John Tuson, Surgeon, London, 


Havine found the practice usual- 
ly adopted in consumption of the 
lungs, not only to prove ineffica- 
cious, but evidently to accelerate 
its fatal termination, I have long 
abandoned it, and for many years 
have adopted a treatment calcu- 
lated to support the powers of the 
system and to correct the» consti- 
tution. In most cases I have ar- 
rested the progress of the disease 
and prolonged the lives of the pa- 
tients ; and in two cases, attended 
with what may be termed its cha- 
racteristic symptoms, as purulent 
expectoration, colliquative per- 
spiration, hectic fever, emacia- 
tion, &c. &c., my plan has com- 
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pletely succeeded. Actuated by ~ 
the desire of employing means to 
cure such patients, instead of qui- 
eting symptems, which every me- 
dical man shouid have in view, I 
have latterly given the iodine, 
combined with the solution of the 
acetate of morphine, (proportion- 
ed to the extent of the attendant 
irritation,) an extensive trial ; the 
favorable results of which have 
fully satisfied my mind that the 
disease is monunder the control 
of medicine tha® practitioners ge- 
nerally imagine. In the early 
stage, when the lungs are in a 
state of inflammatory excitement, 
with a view to prepare the system 
for the administration of the io- 
dine, I prescribe the nitrate of 
ammonia, and attend to the state 
of the alimentary canal, &c. And 
here I beg to observe, that when 
there are tubercles in the lungs, 
or the patients are of a scrofulous 
habit, the treatment with the 
iodine I have found very effica- 
cious. When an effusion of serum 
has taken place in the chest, the 
iodine, combined with the squill, 
is an invaluable medicine. ‘The 
physician must of course propor- 
tion the combination and dose to 
the existing symptoms. I should 
not discharge the duty I owe to 
the profession and to the public 
in general, were I not to call 
their attention to a mode of treat- 
ment that I have found so de- 
cidedly efficacious. Impressed 
with these sentiments, and for 
the sake of suffering humanity, 
and not from motives of interest, 
I am anxious to make it generally 
known ; and I am the more par- 
ticularly induced so to do, as 
the means usually pursued in 
practice more frequently aggra- 
vate than alleviate the sufferings 
of consumptive patients, and. as 
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I have observed, hasten the fatal 
termination of the malady, by 
diminishing the vital energies of 
the system. 


IV. 


ON THE CURE OF NEURALGIA IN 
GENERAL. 


(Concluded from page 890.) 
Local Treatment. 


Or the local remedies for neu- 
ralgia we need say but little. Dr. 
M., like Dr. Heberden, found 
blisters to aggravate the pain 
when placed near the nerve af- 
fected. What has been called a 
perpetual blister is still worse, 
as proving ‘* almost always a po- 
sitive aggravation, not only of the 
local disease itself, but of the ge- 
neral irritation and disorder of 
the system.” 

‘¢The only local remedy from 
which I have really seen such ad- 
vantageous effects as to induce 
me to recommend it, is the ap- 
plication of steam directed by the 
usual means of a pipe, to the af- 
fected part; while of course the 
same reasoning applies, if ina mi- 
nor degree, to fomentations and 
hot water. The value of these 
latter applications, indeed, in 
rheumatism of the face, in the 
rheumatic or neuralgic ophthal- 
mia, and in sciatica, has long been 
known ; if, from their too great 
simplicity, and their not being 
‘made up in the apothecary’s 
shop,’ they are less valued than 
they deserve. But while I con- 
sider the blast of steam as the 
most effective of all the modifi- 
cations of this practice, I have 
often succeeded by means of 
it, in removing, almost instan- 
taneously, a paroxysm of the se- 
verest neuralgia of the face, and, 
occasionally, so as to put a stop, 
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in the chronic disease, to an en- 
tire relapse ; which, from all the 
patient’s past experience, was ex- 
pected to last some weeks.” 391, 

Cold applied to the part does 
sometimes give temporary, but 
never permanent relief. On the 
contrary, it generally exasperates 
the subsequent sufferings of the 
patient. 

‘¢ Though I have already spoken 
of the use of narcotics, this is a 
more convenient place to point 
out one advantage to be derived 
from them; a fact which I pur- 
posely postponed, on account of 


its connection with the useful ef-— 


fects of hot water and steam. 
As a means of diminishing pain 
during the painful state, they are 
nearly useless, unless pushed to 
such an extent as to stupify the 
patient ; in which case it is pro- 
bable, as I have already insinuat- 
ed, that their effects are injuri- 
ous, while it is easy to compre- 
hend how they ought to be so, by 
inducing indirectly that debility 
which so prolongs and aggravates 
all the neuralgiz. But when the 
acute state is past they become 
useful, as tending to remove that 
soreness which remains after the 
chief pain has ceased, and also by 
reducing the general irritation 
which has been excited by it. 
Thus also they sometimes act 
usefully, even as local applica- 
tions, at least to sensible parts ; 
and it is probably on this princi- 
ple chiefly; that they are of ad- 


vantage in the neuralgic inflam- 


mation of the eye.” 394. 

Dr. M. next adverts to the le- 
dentia, and satirizes with no small 
degree of force, the once cele- 
brated practice of dividing the 
nerve in neuralgia; but as that 


practice is now laid in the ** Tomb — 


of the Capulets,” we need not 
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trouble our readers or ourselves 
on that point. The use, or rather 
abuse, of excessive purgation, is 
next denounced by our author, and 
not without reason. Low diet, 
of course, comes in for its share 
of censure, and, as far as neural- 
gia is concerned, we have no fault 
to find with our author’s stric- 
tures. But when he comes to 
ridicule the plan of abstemious 
living in dyspeptic complaints, he 
goes beyond his depth, and proves 
to those who have infinitely more 
experience than himself, that he 
knows nothing about the matter. 
This is the misery of having a 
hobby-horse. A man hits upon 
one good idea or thing; but he is 
not content with making that idea 
or thing useful to the world,—he 
must push it to extremes, and en- 
deavor to make it the ‘ universal 
good.”” Dr. M’Culloch must be 
well aware that no medical jour- 
nal has done him so much justice 
as ours; and that we have pro- 
claimed his merits through every 
region of the earth, which the 
“rising or the setting sun sur- 
veys.”” He is too sensible not to 
know that our praise is the more 
valuable in proportion to the im- 
partiality which we display to- 
wards his failings,—at least what 
we consider his failings. The 
following case, which we shall 
give in Dr. M.’s own words, does 
not at all support his anathema 
against abstinence in dyspepsia, 
though it is brought forward by 
him as a “‘CoUP DE GRACE” to 
that system. 

‘¢ This unfortunate philosopher 
had been long subject to the usual 
dyspeptic and nervous symptoms 
of studious men, and was of a sal- 
low and emaciated complexion ; 
appearing, in familiar language, 
to be far more in want of addi- 
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tional blood than of its abstrac- 
tion, while his disorder was con- 
tinuously aggravated by a system 
of low diet, adopted on the same 
mistaken views. Passing every 
day with him, in company with 
an English physician, it was easy 
to watch that over which we had 
no control; as there would also 
have been no propriety in attempt- 
ing to oppose ‘ the best advice in 
Paris.’ Headach was, as usual, 
one of the occasional symptoms ; 
and on one unfortunate day he was 
induced to send for his surgical 
friend, by whom he was imme- 
diately bled. The headach, on 
the following day, continued, or 
rather returned, as it had former- 
ly done, but with increased con- 
fusion of thought ; the pulse and 
all else indicating, tothe English 
physicians in question, increase of 
general debility, and compelling 
us at length to offer advice, which 
was however opposed by the usu- 
al arguments. A second blood- 
letting of course took place ; and 
the consequence was that he be- 
came, but only in the night, par- 
tially delirious,—a result easily 
explained, in its very limitation. 
It was then determined, in full 
consultation, that there was in- 
flammation of the brain,—to the 
exceeding surprise, not without 
remonstrances, of the two English 
physicians,—and, consequently, 
with the addition of blisters, shav- 
ing the head, and ice, another 
bloodletting was ordered and prac- 
tised. The delirium then in- 
creased, while the pulse became 
feeble enough, as might have 
been supposed, to have made any 
man retlect ; but as this did not 
happen, or rather as the reflec- 
tions took the opposite course, 
the practice was persevered in, 
and on the following day the pa- 
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tient -died,—leaving the physi- 
cians, doubtless, convinced, as 
usual, that he had not lost blood 
enough. Such is a French case ; 
but it would be easy to give no 
small number of parallels from 
English practice ; and should it 
make no impression at present, 
the day will come round again 
when its value as well as_ its 
nature will be understood.” 
403. 

Doubtless there might be many 
cases collected on both sides of 
the channel, where sanguineous 
depletion has been carried too 
far, and where irritation is mista- 
ken forinflammation. This is the 
great source of error. Where 
inflammation actually exists, there 
cannot be very much mischief 
done by taking away a little more 
blood than is necessary. But 
where the neuroses are treated as 
phlogoses, which was the case 
with the unfortunate gentleman 
in Paris, then indeed the havoc of 
Coustitution is tremendous, and 
life itself is often sacrificed. 
With the following specimen of 
our author’s sarcastic strictures 
on physicians and physic, we shall 
Close this article. 

‘‘It were well indeed if not 
only ruined constitutions, but even 
death itself, were not the fre- 
quent, the almost daily result, of 
physic thus misapplied in all the 
analogous and parallel cases, as 
also in some others ; the produce 
of a combination of system, fash- 
ion, and ignorance, which renders 
physicians and physic the just 


terror at present of all those who 
It 


can see and distinguish. 
difficult to speak without high 
indignation as well as horror, of 
what we thus daily witness. Te 
suppress the former is impossi- 
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ble, when our own, perhaps dear- 
est friends, have thus been de- 
stroyed: and well now, perhaps, 
will he decide, who, like Napo- 
leon, resolves to exclude this art 
and its professors entirely ; for, 
on the arithmetical average, he 
will assuredly be far on the side 
of security. It is but to open our 
eyes tosee the truth of this every 
day; while if it is over the ruined 
health or the life of females, that 
we shall most often have occasion 
to grieve, from the obvious reason 
that in them the nervous affec- 
tions thus mistaken and maltreat- 
ed, chiefly abound, or are chiefly — 
brought before physicians, so has 
there been a rapid increase of the 
evil, from the numbers who, re- 
turning from a continental resi- 
dence with the consequences of 
marsh fever which I have so 
often described, have been sub- 
jected to this truly mortal as 
well as mistaken treatment.” 
421. 

The last chapter in the work 
is one of a different cast from the 
others. Having terminated his 
Essay when his evidence was 
exhausted, and his induction car- 
ried as far as it could safely go, 
Dr. M. ventures on a chapter 
of ‘‘ conjectures respecting the 
condition of the nerves and nerv- 
ous system in intermittent and 
neuralgic diseases.”” These con- 
jectures are ingenious, and some 
of them plausible ; but we have 
no space left for samples of 
them here. We part from our 
author with feelings of much 
respect and esteem,—believing 
that he has contributed much 
more to the advancement of our 
science than many who have 
held their heads much higher in 
the republic of medicine. 
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V. 


From the Western Journal of the Medical and 
Physical Sciences. 


History of a Case of Empyema from 
protracted Measles and Pleurisy, 
in which the Operation of Para- 
centesis gave immediate Relief. 


By Dr. Samue. Meriweruer, of Jef: 
ferson, Indiana. 


Carvin Cook, a youth of ninetcen 
or twenty, of sanguineous temper- 
ament and delicate fibre, was at- 
tacked with measles some time 
last winter, perhaps in February, 
(1829,) while at work on the 
Louisville and Portland Canal. 
He returned home to his mother’s, 
(Clark co. Ind.), where he re- 
mained a few weeks, when he 
was able to resume his labor. 
His cough remained, however, 
and from his exposed situation he 
was taken with pleurisy, attended 
with violent pain in the left lobe 
of the lungs. From the best in- 
formation I could gather, he was 
neglected or not regularly attend- 
ed by his physician, and became 
emaciated, with cough, dyspuwa, 
a gradual enlargement of the left 
side, difficult respiration when 
placed on the right side, general 
debility, and hectic exacerba- 
tions. 

On the third of May, I was 
called in consultation with Dr. 
Lewis. On examining the pa- 
tient, I concurred with the Doc- 
tor in the opinion, that an opera- 
tion was the only means of relief 
that could be employed. The 
chylopoietic viscera appeared to 
be affected from contiguity or 
sympathy of parts, as there were 
considerable tension and tender- 
ness at the pit of the stomach, 
with enlarged spleen; he was 
therefore directed to take a ca- 
thartic. Onthe morning of the 
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4th, Dr. Lewis visited the pa- 
tient. The medicine had ope- 
rated, and dejections from his 
bowels were healthy. During 
the evening he had two chills, 
with an entire absence of pain, 
&c. On the morning of the 5th, 
in company with Dr. Bridges, I 
visited our patient, and found his 
heart beating with considerable 
force on the right side, with ge- 
neral cedema of the left, which 
measured, from the spinal column 
to the sternum, nearly double that 
of the right, and had an indistinct 
fluctuation. 

I gave the young man our opi- 
nion relative to his case, and that 
an operation was the only means 
of relief. To this he submitted 
with fortitude. Proceeding to 
the operation, he was laid close 
to the edge of the bed, (previous- 
ly made firm,) with the affected 
side presenting. I made an inci- 
sion between tivo and three inch- 
es long through the integuments, 
betwixt the sixth and seventh ribs, 
cutting close to the edge of the 
seventh, and carefully avoiding 
the intercostal artery; on the 
knife’s passing through the inter- 
costal muscles, the distension of 
the pleura costalis was very 
great, and on puncturing it a vo- 
lume of pus issued forth and con- 
tinued to run for forty minutes, 
when his pulse became so languid 
as to require an immediate dress- 
ing of the wound. He expressed 
himself better under the dis- 
charge. We gave him an ano- 
dyne, and directed wine and wa- 
ter to be given during the evening, 
should his pulse continue weak 
and low. 

On the morning of the 6th, I 
found him every way better; he 
was free from fever, slept pretty 
well, had some appetite, and his 
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respiration was easy, whether he 
lay on one side or the other. The 
distended ribs had subsided, and 
likewise the cedema ; the wound 
appearing to close, I introduced 
a blunt-pointed probe and leaden 
canula, about one and a half inch- 
es long, which kept up a discharge 
for two weeks at least.—The 
quantity of pus evacuated from 
first to last, was judged by all 
present to be two gallons. From 
this time the patient’s treatment 
was committed to the care of Dr. 
Lewis, by whom I have since 
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been told that the quantity of 
matter discharged while under 
his care, was equal to the first. 
His health was now fast improv- 
ing; skin soft and perspirable; se- 
cretion from the kidneys and liver 
healthy ; free from cough ; wound 
entirely healed; and he takes 
gentle exercise every day. on 
horseback or in an easy carriage. 
The general treatment has been 
aperients, elm or flaxseed tea, 
with Dover’s powder, occasion- 
ally at night, and lastly, the sul~ 
phate of quinine as a tonic. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


DIGESTIVE PROCESS, 


Dr. Txomson, of the University at 
Glasgow, has suggested a new and 
somewhat curious explanation of the 
changes induced in the food by the 
process of digestion. Some experi- 
ments of Dr, Wilson Philip seem to 
show, that when the gastric nerves 
have been divided, the nervous influ- 
ence may be supplied for a certain 
time, and digestion may be artifi- 
cially continued, by passing a current 
of electricity from a galvanic battery 
through the stomach, The identity 
of the nervous influence with galvan- 
ism being thus rendered probable, 
Dr. T. suggests that its effect may 
be to decompose the muriate of soda 
contained in the food, and thus to 
set at liberty the miuriatic acid, 
which, dissolving the food itself, pro- 
duces chyme, This solution being 
effected, the acid is no longer want- 
ed, and is therefore neutralized by 
the bile, which, besides a small por- 
tion of free alkali, contains picromel, 


a substance capable of uniting with the 
acid, and of forming with it an insolu- 
ble compound. The soda of the salt, in 
the mean time, is otherwise disposed 
of, and goes to form the blood, ths 
bile, and the other secretions ; in alk 
of which more or less of it is found, 
Dr. T. thinks many important results 
would follow the establishment of 
this theory, and particularly an im~ 
proved method of treating dyspepsia, 


PARALYSIS ATTENDED WITH PECULIAR 
SYMPTOMS. 
Tue following case is related in the 
N, A. Journal :—A child, three years 
of age, of strumons diathesis, was at- 
tacked with paralysis of the muscles 
of the back and inferior extremities 
while riding in a carriage with her 
mother, Bleeding, frictions, &c., 
were employed, and sensation re- 
stored to the affected parts at the 
end of av hour, A second attack, 
affecting the right extremities only, 
was experienced next morning, and 
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laste about the same period, A 
similar paroxysm occurred daily for 
about a week, when they ceased, 
and for several weeks the child had 
excellent health. At the end of this 
time, a recurrence of the paroxysms 
~ teok place with similar intervals, 
She continued to be subject to the 
disease in this manner until her 
death, which happened at the age of 
six years. Dyspepsia and costive- 
mess were present from the com- 
mencement of the attacks, induced 
apparently in a considerable degree 
by improper diet ; and a marked di- 
minution in the severity of the dis- 
ease was observed to follow an im- 
provement of the digestive powers. 
After death an examination was 
made, and in the small intestines 
were found four distinct intus-suscep- 
tions, attended with considerable 
structural alteration, which seemed 
to prove them not to be of recent 
origin, and rendered it likely that 
they were coéval with the commence- 
ment of the symptoms above men- 
tioned, There was no other morbid 
alteration of any importance. 


EMPHYSEMA OF THE LUNGS A CAUSE 
OF ASTHMA. 
Dr. Coares, of the above Journal, 
thinks that asthma is often produced 
by the rupture of the airvessels of 
the lungs during severe fits of cough- 
ing, and the consequent effusion of 
air into their substance. He ad- 
duces, in support of this opinion, the 
examination of two cases in which 
asthma had occurred during life, both 
of which presented this phenomenon, 
Such an accident, if happening to a 
considerable extent, would of course 


produce permanent inflammation of 


the lung, impair its function, and | 


produce dyspnoea. The desire for 
cool air, during fits of asthma, may 
be accounted for, according to Dr. 
C., by its greater density, and conse- 
quently larger proportion of oxygen. 


NiTRATE OF SILVER. 


Mr. Hicetnsottom seems to be still 
unwearied in finding out and publish- 
ing the virtues of his favorite remedy, 
A second edition of his treatise has 
lately made its appearance, enlarged 
by the addition of much new, useful, 
and entertaining matter, The cases 
in which it has been useful, though 
they do not comprise all the ills that 
flesh is heir to, certainly constitute a 
formidable catalogue. Phlegmonous 
inflammation is subdued, and pre- 
vented from attaining the suppurating 
stage; the progress of erysipelas is 
checked ; inflammation of the ab- 
sorbents is arrested in its progress ; 
punctured wounds are successfully 
treated 3 and chronic ulcers which 
have resisted every mode of treat- 
ment, are cured by its application. 
Mr. H. deserves the thanks of the 
profession here, as well as abroad, 
for his perseverance in investigating 
the virtues of this remedy ; and whe- 
ther the sanguine expectations he 
seems to indulge of its future useful- 
ness are to be realized, or otherwise, 
the facts which he has collected in 
regard to it, will be of permanent 
value and importance, 


URETHRAL STRICTURES, 


Mr. Srarrorp, of London, has pub- 
lished an account of eleven cases in 
which this affection was treated by 
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incision, The instrument employed 
by Mr. S. is called the lancetted sti- 
lette. A description of this instru- 
ment was given in a former work of 
Mr. S., and is quoted in the London 
Med. and Phys. Journal for Septem- 
ber, 1828. Five of the cases refer- 


red to, were those of impermeable 
stricture; i, e., which would not 
permit the passage of the small- 
est bougie. The results are high- 
ly favorable to this mode of prac- 
tice in similar desperate emergen- 
cies. 


BOSTON, TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1829. 


MESMERISM. 


We know not whether our readers 
will recognize, under this title, the 
once celebrated doctrine of animal 
magnetism ; nor should we remind 
them of its existing title, were it not 
that our attention has just been 
caught by an elaborate paper in the 
London Med. and Phys, Journal, 
which appears to be written by a 
zealous advocate for the truth of the 
doctrine. This writer asserts, that 
so far from having been exploded in 
consequence of the experiments in- 
stituted to test its truth, the results of 
which were by many thought deci- 
sive against it, it has continued to 
grow and flourish, while a resistless 
weight of testimony has been accu- 
mulating in its favor. The facts 
which compose its early history may 
be briefly stated. About the year 
1784, a gentleman in Paris by the 
name of Mesmer, pretended to have 
discovered a universal remedy for 
disease in a certain volatile fluid 
which he termed animal magnetism. 
He considered this fluid as diffused 
through all space ; as capable of en- 
tering into the substance of the 
nerves, on which it produced pecu- 
liar effects ; and as capable of being 
transmitted from one body to ano- 
ther, whether animate or inanimate, 


through an indefinite space. Such, 
in fact, were the marvellous effects 
reported of this new remedy, and so 
general the excitement in regard to 
it, that a commission was appointed 
by the king, consisting of four physi- 
cians and five members of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, of whom Dr, 
Franklin was one, to investigate the 
whole matter. Their verdict was, 
as might have been anticipated, that 
the effects produced were referrible 
to the influence of the imagination 
alone. The individuals subjected ta 
the trial were affected very different- 
ly, apparently according to their va- 
rious nervous susceptibility. Some 
were calm and tranquil, and felt no- 
thing; some experienced faintness, 
nausea, rejection of food, and diar- 
rhoea; and many had convulsions, 
These effects, however, did not fol- 
low unless the patient was aware, by 
seeing the movements of the opera- 
tor, that she (the subjects were ge- 
nerally females) was under treat- 
ment. On the other hand, many 
were affected in a similar manner by 
merely being made to believe them- 
selves the subjects of experiment, al- 
though the motions supposed to be 
necessary to produce the effects, 
were not performed by any one. 
The examiners also submitted them- 
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selves to be operated on, but experi- 
enced no effect whatever. Many 
other interesting particulars respect- 
ing these experiments, are related in 
Rees’ Cyclopedia,—article Ima- 
gination. 

It might, perhaps, be inferred, that 
after trials so extensive and results 
apparently so satisfactory, the doc- 
trine of Mesmerism must have fallen 
into discredit. This, however, does 
Not appear to be the case; since at 
the present period we find a strenu- 
ous defender of the cause in one of 
the contributors to a distinguished 
medical publication, who adduces, in 
_ support of his opinion, the sanction 
of highly respectable names, and 
facts which we seem compelled to 
hold indisputable. Mr. Chevenix, 
the author of the article, gives us a 
Jetter from a medical friend in Ire- 
Jand, who cured a patient of colic 
simply by directing his attention to 
the epigastric region, After this had 
been continued two or three minutes, 
the man turned round suddenly and 
vomited an immense quantity of ac- 
rid bile. This was followed by free 
evacuations from the bowels, and en- 
tire relief. The same means were 
put in operation, three days after- 
ward, to produce evacuations, and 
were equally successful. A_ third 


trial of mesmerism completed the 


cure; and the fortunate patient, who 
had for years been suffering with 
constipation and other symptoms of 
dyspepsia, was restored to perfect 
health, 

The second case was one of con- 
firmed consumption, and was cured 
by using the remedy twice a day for 
about a month, One dose, in parti- 


cular, is said to have caused sleep 
and the exhibition of some interest- 
ing phenomena. Their nature is not 
stated.—The third was a case of 
chlorosis cured in thirty days, but 
followed by a relapse on discontinu- 
ing the treatment.—The fourth was 
a case of worms in a girl of twelve, 
The remedy was employed for three 
weeks, during which time she passed 
great numbers of creeping things, 
and grew better, The treatment 


was then discontinued, but the girl’s | 


health went on improving, and she 
had no return of the complaint. 


It has been asserted by the oppo- 
nents of Mesmerism, that it proved 
most effectual with patients of a nerv- 
ous temperament. In order to test 
fully the accuracy of this opinion, 
Mr. C., tried it on ten of the residents 
of on insane hospital, The conse- 
quence was, as had been expected, 
that the patients remained in statu 
quo ; so that the conclusion was ine- 
vitable, that Mesmerism does not pro- 
duce its effects through the medium 
of the nervous system. 

But, independently of his own ex- 
perience aud that of his friends, Mr. 
Chevenix finds, in the authority of 
more than one distinguished name, 
additional support of his favorite 
doctrine. That philosophers so emi- 
nent as Cuvier and Laplace, should 
have given their testimony in its fa- 
vor, is certainly a point of no small 
importance; and as the remarks of 
the furmer are decidedly the most 
favorable, we venture to give them 
as quoted by Mr, C.—* It must be 
confessed that in all experiments, the 
object of which is to determine the 
effect which the nervous system of 
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one person may have upon that of 
another, it is difficult to distinguish 
the effects of the imagination of the 


_ person acted upon, from the physical 


effects produced by the person who 
acts. Yet the effects produced upon 
persons in a state of insensibility, and 
that produced on animals, no longer 
permit it to be doubted that the prox- 
imity of animated bodies, under cer- 
tain circumstances, produces an effect 
wholly independent of the imagina- 
tion of either; and this owing to a 
communication between the nervous 
systems of the parties.” 

This is strong language, and yet 
the inference laid down seems to be 
an inevitable one from the facts al- 
luded to. Of the truth of these, we do 
not hold ourselves authorized to ex- 
press our disbelief; but no similar 
facts are adduced in Mr, C.’s cases, 
and therefore it seems not unjust to 
presume that none were known to 
him from personal observation. 
Should the truth of the doctrine ever 
be thought worth a trial in this coun- 
try, it will afford us much satisfaction 
to record the results, 


ANATOMICO-SURGICAL DRAWINGS. 
Tue Messrs, Carvill, of New-York, 
have issued proposals for publishing, 
in the course of the next year, a 
translation of a German work, by L. 
J. Von Bierkowsky, entitled Anato- 
mico-Surgical Drawings, and De- 
scriptions of all the Surgical Opera- 
tions, according to the most approved 
Methods, This work is to contain 
570 lithographic drawings on 58 
plates in folio ; to which will be an- 
nexed two volumes, giving a concise 
explanation of each operation, In 


these plates will be exhibited the 
parts concerned, in their natvral po- 
sition, in such unnatural position as 
they may have assumed by structural 
disease, and each distinct step or 
stage in the proper operation. 

It is stated in the Prospectus that 
the lithography is to be executed at 
Berlin, “under the special direction 
of two of the most distinguished pro- 
fessors of the University of that city,” 

Subscribers are promised the 
first impressions of the plates, 
and will pay for the whole work 
but $30. The subscription list 
will be closed on the 1st of No- 
vember, after which the price will 
be raised to $ 40. 5 

The specimen of the work which 
accompanies the Prospectus, induces. 
us to believe that it will greatly ad- 
vance the science and the art of Sur- 
gery among us, and be to the inex- 
perienced practitioner an aid such as 
he can find in no other book. 


MEDICINE IN ITALY. 
Ar the University of Pavia, the can= 
didate for a degree is obliged to have 
studied four years, and to have at- 
tended lectures on every branch of 
knowledge connected with medicine ; 
as well as lectures on Surgery, both 
clinical and theoretieal. ‘The pupils 
in Surgery devote their time princi- 
pally to Anatomy, Surgery, and Mid- 
wifery ; but they also attend lectures 
on the more immediate subjects of 
medicine, The examination for a 
degree is a publicone, The candi- 
date draws out of a bag, containing 
the names of the principal diseases, 
those of four, which he presents to 
his examiners, who at once question 
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him on the principal points in regard 
to each of them. He is then shut 
up in a room, where he writes a the- 
sis on one of those diseases solely 
from his own knowledge, and without 
any assistance from books. This 
mode of examination adopted, is ex- 
tremely fair and liberal, since it gives 
the examiners no opportunity for 
preparing themselves on particular 
topics, and therefore no unjust ad- 
vantage over the pupil. 


NEW AND VALUABLE PREPARATION. 


A “ Concentrated Compound De- 
coction of Sarsaparilla” has been re- 
cently prepared by a London che- 
mist, and is spoken of in one of the 
journals of that city in the following 
terms of commendation :—* This pre- 
paration we find, on analysis, to con- 
tain, in a concentrated state, all the 
medicinal virtues of the articles which 
enter the compound decoction in 
great perfection, It is so far con- 
centrated by steam, (being entirely 
free from empyreuma,) that one ta- 
blespoonful, added to a pint of pure 
water, readily forms a pint of the 
compound devoction ; and in justice 
tu the preparers, we must say, ap- 
pears to be more impregnated with 
the virtues of the ingredients, than 
the decoction made in the usual way. 
A large teaspoonful of this concet- 
trated decoction, which may be taken 
in a wineglass of water, is equal to a 
quarter of a pint of the compound 
decoction. One very important ad- 
vantage of this is that a dose, equal 
to a quarter of a pint of the com- 
pound decoction of the London 
Pharmacopeeia, may be taken in a 
small wineglass of water, so as not 
to oppress or relax the stomach by 
quantity, Another advantage is, 
that in its concentrated state, it will 
keep good for many years.” 

Mr. Ebenezer Wight, apothecary 
in Milk Street, has, at our request, 
procured a quantity of this prepara- 
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tion from the inventor, which he sub- 
mits to the prescription of the faculty. 


Quinine and Digitalis—A medical 
gentleman of Cologne recommended, 
some years ago, the combination of 
these remedies in consumption. The 
success of the practice has satisfied 
him of its correctness. One patient, 
a scrofulous girl, affected with tuber- 
cular phthisis, was restored by it to 
perfect health, The mode of admi- 
nistering these remedies was as fol- 
lows :-— 

R. Sulph. Quinin. gr. iij. 
Pulv. Digitalis Purp. gr. 1-3, 
Fenicul. gr. viij. M. 


This dose was given four times a day. 


Camphor in Puerperal Mania.— 
This gum has recently been found 
serviceable in this alarming and ob- 
stinate affection. Professor Berndt 
has reported several cases in which 
it subdued the disease after other 
courses of treatment had proved un- 
availing. ‘This does not appear to 
be one of the on dits or idle conjec- 
tures of the day. The Professor’s 
authority is good, and he speaks 
from his own personal experience. 
He gave from one to four grains eve- 
rv hour, or less frequently in some 
cases, and sometimes used injections 
of the same medicine in doses of ten 
grains. 


The Simple Aromatic Waters.— 
Mr. Buswell, a respectable chemist 
of March, recommends apothecaries 
to make simple peppermint water, 
and the other simple aromatic waters, 
by rubbing the essential oil with a 
little calcined magnesia in a marble 
mortar; and, when well mixed, to 
add by degrees, (continuing the tri- 
turation,) the pure water. So much 
calcined magnesia should be used 
that it may appear to be a dry puw- 
der after it is well mixed with the 
oil, The water, when filtered, is 
perfectly clear, and the oil is not se- 
parated so as to adhere to the bottle 
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like that of distilled water. This 
method of impregnating water with 
an essential oil, is certainly superior 
to that employed by apothecaries in 
general, viz., with sugar and spirit ; 
and the waters are more pleasant to 
the palate than the distilled waters, 
which are generally stale, and more 
or less possess an unpleasant empy- 
reumatic flavor.— Gaz. Health. 


Remarkable Discrimination.—It 


is stated in the New-York papers, 
that the following decrees have been 
“ solemnly adjudged by their Board 
of Health :—” 

1. It is determined that sugar in 
casks, coming from Havana, New 
Orleans, &c., in a healthy vessel, 
need not be removed to some place 
out of the city, nor undergo the pro- 
cess of purification, but that sugar in 
boxes, coming from such ports, though 
in a healthy vessel, must undergo 
ventilation and cleansing. 

2. It is determined that sugar, 
both in casks and boxes, coming 
from such ports, in a vessel in which 
any death has occurred on the 
voyage, cannot be landed in the city, 
but must be taken somewhere else, 
and be ventilated and cleansed. 

3. It is decided that iron, lead, 
and above all, tobacco, coming from 
such ports in vessels in which deaths 
have occurred during the voyage, 
must be ventilated and cleansed. 

4. A merchant applied to the 
Board for permission to bring twenty 
puncheons of rum into the city from 
Brooklyn, which was imported from 
New Orleans in a vessel in which 
several persons died on the voyage ; 
but it was decided that it should uot 
be brought over. 

5. It is said that smoked hams and 
tongues, imported in the same ves- 
sel, are under the same sentence 
of condemnation. 


Sin Humpurey Davy died at Ge- 
neva, of a palsy, on the 29th of May 
last, in the 51st year of his age. 


415 
Three Causes of Disease.—A 


writer in a contemporary advises his 
fellow-beings, if they wish to avoid 
confirmed stomachic disease, to shun 
three things, viz., “ friends’ prescrip- 
tions,” “ medical books,” and “ news- 
paper nostrums.” Of these we should 
judge the former to be productive of 
the most harm among mankind io 
general, 


Close Reasoning.—A_ Phrenolo- 
gist, who was as tenacious of his pence 
as of his doctrines, wrote a defence 
of his favorite science, and sent it to 
the Edinburgh Reviewer, in the hope 
of making a convert of him. The 
essay was written so extremely fine, 
in order to save paper, that the re- 
viewer could not read it; he accord- 
Ing sent it back to the author with 
this note :“ Sir, if you reason as close- 
ly as you write, you are invincible.” 


New Medical Books.—Dr. Ken- 
nedy, of London, has in forward pre- 
paration for the press, a work which 
will form 3 vols, 8vo., entitled, * A 
History of the Medical Sciences, 
Biographical and Philosophical ; con- 
taining an Account of the Persons 
and Writings that have conduced to 
the Improvement of Physic, from its 
Origin in Britain to the end of the 
18th Century.” 

Dr. Hawkins, of Exeter College, 
Oxford, Eng., has just published a 
work of 234 pages 8vu., entitled 
“ Elements of Medical Statistics.” 

Thos. Stone, Esq., President of 
the Royal Medical Society of Edin- 
burgh, has issued an Anti-Phrenolo- 
gical History of the developement 
of Burke, Hare, and other atrocious 
murderers, 


REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, 


The week ending July 31, at noon. 


Of colic, 1—consumption, 5—cholera infan- 
tum, 1—convulsions, 1—childbed, 1—delirium 
tremens, 1—-drown, 1—inflammation in the 
bowels, 1--infantile, 2—measles, 2—mortifi- 
cation, 1-—old age, 1—peripneumonia, 1—un- 
known, 3. Males, 13—females,9. Stillborn, 
1. Total, 23. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


BERKSHIRE MEDICAL INSTI- 
TUTIO 


VYNHE Annual Course of LECTURES 
will commence on the first Thure- 

day in September, and continue fifteen 

weeks. 

Theory and Practice of Physic by H. H. 
Cups, M.D. 

Anatomy and Physiology, J. D. WEtts, 
M.D 


Medical Jurisprudence, S, W. WILLIAMs, 
M.D 


Theoretical and Operative Surgery, S. 
Waite, M.D. and S. P. Waits, M.D. 
Materia Medica, Pharmacy and Obste- 
‘trics, C. B. Coventay, M.D. 
Chemistry, Botany, Mineralogy and Na- 
tural Philosophy, C. Dewy, M.D. 
Matriculation ticket, $3. Fee for Lec- 
‘tures, $ 40. Library ticket, $1. Gradu- 
ation, $ 15,50. Board, including wash- 
ing, lodging and room, $ 1,75 a week. 
Pittsfield, July 22, 1829. aug4tsept30 


MEMOIRS OF DR. GOOD. 


UST published and for sale by CAR- 
TER & HENDEE, Memoirs of the 
Life, Writings, and Character, Literary, 
Professional, and Religious, of the late 
Joun Mason Goon, M.D. F.R.S. F.R.S.L. 
Mem. Am. Phil. Soc. and F.L.S. of Phi- 
ladelphia, &c. &c. &c. By Ovintuvs 
Greoory, LL.D. Aug. 11. 


CARTER & HENDEE 


just received LIZAR’S ANA- 
TOMICAL PLATES, in 12 Nos., 
cold and letter press. 
Barton’s North American Flora, 3 vols. 
do. Medical Botany, 2 vols. 
Bonaparte’s Ornithology, 3 vols. 


A System of Human Anatomy; trans- 
lated from the 4th Edition of the French 
of H, Cloquet, M.D. By Rosert Knox, 
M.1). F.R.S.E. 


CARTER & HENDEE, 
Corner of Washington and School Streets, 
AVE recently published and for sale, 
LECTURES ON ANATOMY, 
SURGERY AND PATHOLOGY, includ- 
ing Observations on the Nature and Treat- 
ment of Local Diseases—delivered at St. 


Bartholomew’s Hospital, by Jonw AsEr- 


NnETAY, F.R.S. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
The estimation in which the opinions 
of the celebrated teacher in the School of 


‘St. Bartholomew's is held, must render 


the present volumes invaluable to the 
student, while it will equally serve asa 
work of reference to the elder branches of 
the profession, containing, as it does, the 
views and opinions of one whose life has 
been spent in instruction, and whose tal- 
ents and acquirements are no less admired 
than respected. 


Nor. is the value of the volume confined 


either to the medical /yro or the more ex- 
perienced practitioner. The popular 
reader, from the plain, lucid and colloqui- 
al style of the Lectures, will derive both 
pleasure and instruction from the perusal, 
while the general contents yield a body 
of information not to be met with in works 
of this description, and which will render 
it in families a book of familiar consulta- 
tion and reference. July 28. 


TURNER’S CHEMISTRY,—NEW 
EDITION. 

UST published, and for sale, by CAR- 

TER & HENDEE,—Elements of 

Chemistry, including recent Discoveries 

and Doctrines of the Science. By Ep- 

wARD TurveER, M.D. F.R.S.E. Second 
American Fdition. 


OTTONS& BARNARD have for sale, 

** An Inquiry concerning that dis- 
turbed state of the vital functions usually 
denominated Constitutional Irritation. 
By Benjamin Travers, F.R.S., senior Sur- 
geon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, President 
of the Hunterian Society of London, &c.” 


NEW LONDON WORK. 


received, by CARTER & HEN- 

DEE, corner of Washington and 
School streets, A Chemical Catechism ; 
in which the Elements of Chemistry, with 
the recent discoveries in the Science, are 
clearly and fully explained. Illustrated 
by Notes, Engravings and Tables, and 
containing an Appendix of select /xperi- 
ments, &c. By Toomas Graaam, M.D. 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons 
in London, &c. &c. 

C. & H. have also just received, Ele- 
ments of Chemistry. By ANDREW FYFE, 
M.D. F.R.S.E. 
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